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SUB J : TURKISH POPPY STRAW 

REF: STATE 291814 

EMBASSY HAS FOLOWING COMMENTS ON JACK ANDERSON 
COLUMN RE OPIUM POPPY STRAW PRODUCTION AND TURKEY'S 
HOLDING "A MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR BOUNTY THAT HAS GOVERNMENTS 
WORRYING AND SMUGGLERS WONDERING." 

A. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT 6,500 TONS OF 14,000 

TON 1976 PRODUCTION HAVE PRESENTLY BEEN SOLD WITH GOOD 
PROSPECTS FOR ADDITIONAL SALES. WHILE THERE HAS BEEN SOME 
LOSS TO TURKISH GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF HIGH PRICE PAID TO 
FARMER, THIS LOSS HAS BEEN LESS THAN MANY ANTICPATED. 

B. IT HAS BEEN OUR UNDERSTANDING, WHICH HAS BREN 
REPEATEDLY RECONFIRMED BY DEA AND THE UN, THAT THERE IS 
ESSENTIALLY LITTLE RISK OF DIVERSION OF POPPY STRAW (I.E., 
MORPHINE-BEARING PODS) INTO ILLICIT CHANNELS. TURKISH STRAW IS STORED 

IN BAGS IN 

LOCKED WAREHOUSES, AND, FOR EXTRACTION OF EXTREMELY 
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ONLY BE DONE BY EASILY CONTROLLED LARGE ALKALOID PLANTS 
RATHER THAN BY BACKYARD MORPHINE/HEROIN LABS. WE 
BELIEVE THAT WHILE THERE IS ALWAYS REASON FOR CAUTION 
THERE IS FAR LESS RISK OF DIVERSION INTO ILLICIT CHANNELS 
THAN WOULD BE THE CASE IF THERE WERE SIGNIFICANT QUANITIES 
OF RAW OPIUM IN TURKEY. 

MACOMBER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, OPIUM, DRUG CONTROL, AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ANKARA09163 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760445-0203 
From: ANKARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 280/aaaacrlm. tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 STATE 291814 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: saccheem 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 MAY 2004 by woolflhd>; APPROVED <07 SEP 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TURKISH POPPY STRAW 

TAGS: SNAR, EPAP, TU, US, (ANDERSON, JACK) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



